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Leslie Laskey: Work Now in his eighties, Laskey was among the troops to storm the
beaches of Normandy on D-Day in 1944. He later studied with Bauhaus practitioner
Laszlo Moholy-Nagy before taking a position at Washington University's School of
Architecture, where he trained several generations of architects. Laskey's vigorous
studio regimen is evidenced by his current show. For one portion the artist has plucked
decaying doll heads from area trash heaps. Placed on pedestals and photographed
against indefinite backgrounds, the damaged heads recall the marble busts of
antiquity — only here Laskey presents latter-day relics of a machined world. The show
also presents a collection of recent prints. Working in a familiar medium, the artist
exhibits his enduring fascination with the utilitarian elegance of everyday objects,
accentuating their simple genius and frank sensuality. As though to underscore
Laskey's importance in the art world, the gallery will also screen a segment of a
documentary about the artist's life and work by filmmakers David Wild and Lulu
Gargiulo.— Malcolm Gay
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